James W. Pressler, Jr.

Pressler & Senftle, P.C.

927 15th Street, N.W., 12th Floor

Washington, D.C., 20005

(202) 822-8384
Admitted:
United States Supreme Court; United States Court of Appeals, District of Columbia Circuit; United States Court of Appeals, Third Circuit; United States Court of Appeals, Federal Circuit; United States Court of Claims; United States District Court, District of Columbia; District of Columbia Court of Appeals; Massachusetts Supreme Judicial Court.
Experience:


1981-present
President and Managing Partner, Pressler & Senftle, P.C. (formerly Riselli & Pressler, P.C.), Washington, D.C.  Senior partner of busy litigation practice specializing in personal injury and negligence, labor and employment law, and general civil litigation. Extensive jury and bench trial experience in District of Columbia, state and federal trial courts, representing individuals and organizations in a wide spectrum of cases, including automobile tort; medical malpractice; wrongful death actions; personal injury cases involving substantial damages; and major labor and employment actions, including Title VII, employment termination, disability retirement, and Fair Labor Standards Act cases. Broad appellate experience before District of Columbia and federal courts of appeal arguing complex legal and procedural due process issues.

Testified as expert in employment law for D.C. Bar Board of Professional Responsibility in attorney disciplinary proceedings.

2006-present
General Counsel, Fraternal Order of Police, Metropolitan Police Department Labor Committee. General Counsel for public sector labor union representing the Officers and Sergeants of the Metropolitan Police Department, Washington, D.C.

1986-present
Mediator, Case Evaluator, D.C. Superior Court Multi-Door Dispute Resolution Division. Member of original mediator panel selected by the D.C. Superior Court at inception of the Court’s nationally-recognized alternative dispute resolution program. Conducted hundreds  of mediations and case evaluations in personal injury, medical malpractice, labor and contract cases. Also conducted mediations and case evaluations in complex and special cases at the request of the Court.

Experience (cont.)

1998-present
Contract Mediator, U.S. Postal Service REDRESS program; mediation of EEO complaints. 


Contract Mediator/Arbitrator, Bell Atlantic Network Inc.; mediation and arbitration of labor disputes.

2001
Civil Mediation Trainer, District of Columbia Superior Court; trained 2001 class of 40 attorneys appointed by the Court as permanent Civil Division Mediators.

1997
Lecturer, “How Mediation Is Changing The Practice of Law,” Society of Professionals in Dispute Resolution Conference, The Catholic University of America Columbus School of Law, May, 1997.

1993-present
Arbitrator, D.C. Superior Court Multi-Door Dispute Resolution Division. Rule on motions and discovery disputes, conduct arbitration hearings, issue written decisions and awards in non-binding arbitration cases assigned by the D.C. Superior Court.

1993-present
Mediator, Arbitrator, private dispute resolution, Conduct mediation conferences , hold binding arbitration hearings, issue oral and written findings and awards in personal injury and medical malpractice actions and labor and employment disputes.

1975-1981
General Counsel, Assistant General Counsel (1975), National Association of Government Employees/International Brotherhood of Police Officers, Washington, D.C. Senior Counsel for national office of public sector labor organization. Represented individual clients and union locals in labor arbitrations, collective bargaining negotiations, disciplinary proceedings, unfair labor practice complaints, grievances, and classification appeals. Regular appearances in contested cases before federal, state and municipal agencies. Broad experience at the trial and appellate levels of District of Columbia courts, federal courts and numerous state courts in actions involving civil and constitutional rights; personal injury and negligence; intentional torts based on assault and battery, false arrest and wrongful death statutes; constitutionality of state statutes; employment discrimination; environmental law; and appellate review of civil actions and government agency decision-making. Extensive representation of police officers in jury and non-jury civil trials, major disciplinary cases and criminal proceedings.

1974
Law Clerk, Law Offices of F. Lee Bailey, Boston, Massachusetts. Legal research, appellate brief writing, preparation of pleadings.

Experience (cont.)

1973-1974
Suffolk Voluntary Defenders Association. Represented indigent clients in criminal matters in the District Courts of Lynn, Salem, Dedham and West Roxbury, Massachusetts.

1972-1973
Massachusetts Attorney General’s Office, Consumer Protection Division. Investigation and resolution of consumer complaints through negotiation and arbitration.

Education:



Suffolk University Law School, Boston, Massachusetts. Juris Doctor, 1974. Member, Law Faculty Curriculum Committee; Voluntary Defenders Association.


Villanova University, Villanova, Pennsylvania. B.A. in Humanities, 1970. Staff writer, “Villanovan” (school newspaper); Varsity crew; Hockey team, captain (1970).

